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The celebration continues… 

There is often a bit of a letdown feeling that happens when the day after Christmas arrives – it’s all over.  Even as a child I 
remember throughout our town seeing Christmas trees thrown the front doors of houses and a return to life as “normal.”  
People say things like, “I wish it could be Christmas all the time.”  Christians will often say things like “Jesus would want 
us to celebrate Christmas every day,” whatever that means.   

It is true – the celebration of the Nativity of our Lord brings with it an indescribable mysticism, an unexplainably “other 
worldly” feeling that we want to capture and hold onto.  Christmas is a time when “heaven is joined to earth and earth to 
heaven.” 

This mystical quality, this warm feeling deep within us is something even the secular, commercial culture sees and wants 
for its own.  Full on secular Christmas occurs before Thanksgiving, with all the trappings of those romantic Hallmark 
movies set in snowy rural towns.  But then, December 26th brings the letdown.  It’s all over, and we have given in to it. 

But for Christian people this is not true.  December 25th is just the beginning of our celebration.  

Christmas is not just one day, but twelve.  You have heard “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” and those begin on December 
25th.  I am writing this to you on December 29th, the Fifth Day of Christmas.   

On the Eighth Day of Christmas, January 1st, we celebrate the Holy Name of Jesus.  On that day, according to 
Jewish law, Jesus is circumcised and named.  He is named Jesus as the Angel Gabriel instructed.  

Twelve days after Christmas Day, January 6th, the Magi from the East, or the Wise Men arrive, bring gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  These gifts signify royalty, deity, and death – pointing to the Cross.  This day is called Epipha-
ny.  Not only does this day carry the symbolism of who Jesus is and what he will do, we see that on this day Jesus is re-
vealed to the entire world.  The wise men are not of God’s chosen people – they’re not Jews!  This day brings to us the 
reality that Jesus is for absolutely everyone, with no boundaries where grace may be outpoured. 

But our celebration of the Incarnation is not yet complete.  While our festivities taper down, they are not concluded.  
Forty days after Christmas Day, according to Luke 2:22-40, “the parents of Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons." 

This day, February 2nd, in our newer calendars, is called “The Presentation of our Lord.”  Earlier calendars called it 
“The Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary,” as what is described in Luke involves the Jewish ritual of purification for 
women who have gone through childbirth.  We also call this day “Candlemas.”  From the Gospel lesson of the day, we 
hear that Jesus is “a light for revelation to the Gentiles.”  Because Jesus is that light, the church has a tradition of blessing 
all the candles and oil which will be used for the new year.   

It is at this point that our Christmas celebration draws to its final close.  The last of the lights and greenery are put away 
and the liturgical color goes from white back to green for a few Sundays before Lent. 

Now, why is any of this important at all? 

We crave that mystical feeling – some call it the magic of Christmas.  But, that mystical feeling that some call magic, or 
whatever, is really a feeling of connection.  For Christians, that mystical nature of Christmas - where God himself has tak-
en on human flesh and bone – is connection to God himself, and we crave it.  We want to hold onto that closeness. 

We just spent forty days preparing for Christmas, and now we spend another forty days journeying through these events 
in the life of Jesus.  In addition to Christmas Day, Epiphany, and Candlemas, our Sundays in this season will take us 
through the Baptism of our Lord, the Wedding at Cana, and the calling of the Disciples, ultimately leading to the Trans-
figuration, the Sunday before Lent begins. 

This is our opportunity to closely follow the story of Jesus as if we were there.  All of these events in the life 
of Jesus have that spark of the Christmas magic we were craving.  They help us to mystically see into the very mystery 
God, whose closeness is right there for us. 

So, beloved, the celebration continues.  For the Christian, it’s not all over.  It’s just begun.  Merry Christmas! 
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St. Paul’s Email Prayer Ministry . . . If you 
would like to add a name to the email prayer list or 

receive prayers from our prayer ministry group, 
please email Be y Jean Mumford at  

          be yjmumford@hotmail.com  

Please make sure you have the permission of the 
person you are adding. 

1/4 Barry Reusing 

1/7 Be y Jean Mumford 

1/9 Crue Cannon 

1/12 Peggy Boyce 

1/13 Sofie James 

1/14 Colleen Davis 

1/15 Ava Behrens 

1/15 Delaney Bisse  

1/16 Will Behrens Jr 

1/19 Henry Fuchs 

1/19 Hank Spies III 

1/19 Aus n Spies 

1/21 Amanda Ward 

1/22 Olivia Brown 

1/24 Ryan Saathoff 

1/29 Lauren Stevens 

God has been generous to us in many ways. We believe that sharing these gifts in His name is a tangible 
way of expressing one's faith. As active Christians, we are called to give generously to assist our neighbors 

through our time, talents and treasures.  During this time of   pandemic, you may not feel comfortable 
attending services in-person but want to still send offerings to the church.  This can be done by mailing 

offerings to the church or by using Tithe.ly. 
  

The direct link to our Tithe.ly  account is https://tithe.ly/give?c=1747825   
If you are having trouble setting up your account or have any questions about 

Tithe.ly, please contact Donna Stevens, Financial    

Secretary 410-310-2107 or dstevens62@icloud.com  

Writing our life — with God’s help 
A journalist once said you can measure the quality of a piece of     
writing by the quality of what has been cut. No matter how beautiful 
or interesting a phrase or sentence is, the piece may be stronger  
without it. 

Rabbi Evan Moffic applies this wisdom to life in general. Too often we 
refuse to let something — a habit, a memory, a process — go, even 
when it no longer serves us. Thinking of our life as a book, we can cut 
out, edit or rearrange some pages or sentences to reflect our new 
learnings and growth. 

This is not always easy, but we don’t have to do it alone. “God is our 
‘editor-in-chief,’” says Moffic, “and we are part of God’s story. [While] 
God … gives us free will to decide what to write on the pages of our 
lives, … God is always there for conversation and consultation. And 
God left us a great guidebook called the Bible. Its lessons make our 
writing shine with truth and beauty.” With God’s guidance, what will 
you “write” in the new year? 
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To my church family,  

Thank you for the beautiful flowers in honor of my mother, Dorothy.  Your collective prayers have been 
a comfort for so very long as her health declined.  Our faith assures us that she is now living in Christ’s 
peace, the true peace that she longed for a very long while. 

Mike and Terri 

Thank you to everyone who donated new and gently used coats for our coat 
drive.  During one special delivery, the coats donated were able to provide the 
correct sizes for almost an en re family.   
16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 
are pleasing to God. -Hebrews 13:16 

4 lb medium sized russet potatoes, scrubbed  12 oz bacon 
1 stick butter, melted     4 oz cream cheese at room temperature 
1 cup warm milk      1/2 cup sour cream 
1 1/2 tsp kosher salt      1 tsp ground black pepper 
8 oz cheddar cheese      1/2 cup grated parmesan 
1/4 cup chopped chives 
 
Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. Prick each potato with a fork 3-4 times all over, then 
place on a sheet tray. Roast for 55 – 70 minutes until the potatoes are tender when 
pressed. Remove the potatoes from the oven and lower the temperature to 375 degrees. 
 
Meanwhile, working in two batches, cook the bacon in a large skillet over medium heat 
until golden and crispy, 6-8 minutes. Let the cooked bacon drain on a paper towel lined 
plate. Once cool, crumble or chop into small pieces. 
 
Place the melted butter, cream cheese, warm milk, and sour cream in a large bowl. Once 
the potatoes are cool enough to handle, cut them in half lengthwise, and scrape the flesh 
out of the skins and into the bowl. Tear or chop up three of the potato skins and add them 
to the bowl. Mash everything together with a potato masher. Fold in the salt, pepper, ½ 
of the bacon, ½ of the cheddar cheese, parmesan, and ½ of the chives. 
 
Grease a 3-quart casserole dish with butter. Transfer the potato mixture to the baking 
dish. Cover and bake for 35 minutes until the edges are bubbly. Top with the remaining 
bacon and cheese. Bake for 15-20 more minutes until warmed through and lightly golden 
on top. Let rest 10 minutes, then top with the remaining chives and serve.  

Twice Baked Potato Casserole   

Prepared by Hayden Hollingsworth  



 4 

 

January                   

Marian Davis 

             Lectors 
January 1    
January 8  Debbie Dudrow 
January 15 Bobbie Leaverton 
January 22 Robert Saathoff 
January 29 Be y Jean Mumford 

January 1   Henry and Lyn Hollingsworth 
January 8  Debbie Dudrow and Donna Stevens 
January 15 Lee Moore and Lee Heinsohn 
January 22 Kathy Barle a and Susan Behrens 
January 29 Henry and Lyn Hollingsworth 

 Ushers           
January 1   Henry and Lyn Hollingsworth 
January 8  Keith Davis and Donnie Davis 
January 15 Lee Moore and Lee Heinsohn 
January 22 Kathy Barle a and Susan Behrens 
January 29 Henry and Lyn Hollingsworth 
 

   Altar Flowers           
January 1    
January 8  Meredith Lewis 
January 15  
January 22  
January 29  

              
January 1    
January 8  Avery Rice 
January 15 Joshua Lewis 
January 22 Declan Corley 
January 29 Couper Barle a 

              
January 1    
January 8  Addison Rice 
January 15  
January 22 Gavin Corley 
January 29  

Communion Assistants 
January 1   Deacon Hiner 
January 8  Bobbie Leaverton 
January 15 Fred Meers 
January 22 Henry Hollingsworth 
January 29 Robert Saathoff 

On January 6 Christians celebrate Epiphany, when the Magi came to worship baby Jesus. 
Epiphany, which means an appearance or manifestation, symbolizes the first recognition of 
the Savior by non-Jews. Because Epiphany also is a reminder that Jesus came as the light of 

the whole world, its symbols include light, candles and a star. 

How did the wise men know — and how do we know — that Jesus is the light of the world? 
As preacher George Buttrick said, “It would little avail to ask how we know. That would be like 
asking how we know that Beethoven’s ‘Hymn to Joy’ is joyous. If a man were to say, ‘It is not 
joyous to me,’ he would not condemn the music; he would tell only his morbidness. There is 
no logic to establish an axiom, for an axiom is the basis of all logic; and the soul of Jesus has 

axiomatic truth. Jesus is light, and there is no proof for light except light itself.” 
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Pastor Jonathon Moyers 304 400-5379 revjmoyers@gmail.com 

Deacon Mike Hiner 443 496-1383 mhiner24@gmail.com 

President Tom Roesel 703 785-8922  thomasroesel@gmail.com 

Vice President/Property  Kathy Barle a 410 829-8860 barle arkc@gmail.com 

Treasurer Debbie Dudrow 410 924-8368 rdudrow@verizon.net 

Secretary Diana Oburgh 443 262-8868 doburgh@aol.com  

Financial Secretary Donna Stevens 410 310-2107 dstevens62@icloud.com    

Worship, Music, Educa on Carol Meers 410 507-6833 fcmeers@comcast.net 

Evangelism, Outreach Donna Saathoff 410 310-1331 donnasaathoff529@gmail.com 

Pastor will be out of the ofÕce    
Monday, January 9 through Friday,    
January 13.  If you need pastoral 
care, Deacon Mike Hiner may be 

reached at 443-496-1383. 

St. Paul’s Annual Congregation Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 
29, 2023 immediately following the morning worship service.  There will 

be no Sunday School so that teachers may attend the meeting.  

Council members please have your year end reports in to the office by   
Sunday, January 15th, so they can be distributed to the congregation       

before the annual meeting. 

We are planning a Dinner and a 
Movie night this January. Keep an 

eye out for more  
details! 
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A small group of ladies from St. Paul’s, lead by Diana Hurd, including Fay Sauca, 
Diane Miller, Dottie Moore, Diana Oburgh and Peggy Boyce began meeting this 
year with the idea of reaching out to nursing home residents in our area.  Meeting 
monthly, the ladies have enjoyed fellowship and fun while also working to     
brighten the days of people in our community.  

 
The first project involved 70 homemade cards which were decorated with        
beautiful designs and encouraging messages, these were delivered in September to 
one of our local nursing home facilities.   Christmas greeting cards were packaged 
and taken to the nursing home for residents to be able to give to friends and loved 
ones.  At the latest meeting, 30 neck support pillows were sewn which Diana Hurd 
delivered in November. This group of ladies chat, laugh and have fun while          
creating items that bring smiles to the residents of the nursing homes in our area. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

16In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give  
glory to your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:16 

On the Twelfth Night of Christmas, we celebrate the arriving Magi from the East, often called the 
“Three Wise Men.” (We really do not know how many of these wise ones there were, but we         

associate them with the three gifts they bring the child Jesus.”  

We invite you to join us for a Festival Eucharist as we hear the story of the arrival of these Magi 
who bring the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Hymns for the evening include the Epiphany 

favorites: “We Three Kings,” “Bright and Glorious is the Sky, “ and “Brightest and Best.” 

Thursday, January 5, 2023 at 7 PM at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
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Cinnamon Apples (Recipe from Terri Hiner) 

Offering Envelopes 
 

Our vendor continues to experience printing delays due to   
mechanical failures and dif culty in hiring for their peak   

season. They cannot provide an estimate delivery date and  
reiterate that they are working tirelessly to complete back 

orders. 
We can overcome this setback with temporary alternatives.  Your envelope 

number will not change.  Use the same envelope number shown on your 2022 
envelopes.  Here are some suggested options: 

     -use leftover envelopes from 2022 noting the current date 
     -use pew envelopes and enter your envelope number on the Name line (no 

other information needed) 
     -use any envelope you may have at home and clearly write your envelope 

number on it 
     -consider monthly (rather than weekly) giving to reduce need for extra 

envelopes 
     -consider using Tithely for secure and  convenient one-time or recurring 

online giving 
 

We’ve used this same supplier for many years and this is the rst delay that I 
am aware of. Like many small businesses, they are faithfully and diligently 

working through various challenges.  
 

Thank you for understanding. Call or text Donna Stevens @ 410-310-2107 if 
you have any questions.   
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
12095 Blades Road,  
P.O. Box 368 
Cordova MD 21625 
Return Service Requested 

 

Worship Service Begins at 8:45 am  

Please inform the church office of any  

changes in your personal information: 

Address, phone number,  marriage or  

divorce,  or new births so that we  

can keep our records up-to-date. 

Secretary: Meredith Lewis— 

Cell: 443-496-0903 

Office: 410-364-5147 

Office Hours: Tue. Wed. & Thurs. 9:00-3:00 

Office Email: info@stpaulscordova.org  

 

Reverend Jonathon Moyers 

Phone: 304-400-5379 

Email: revjmoyers@gmail.com 

Deacon Michael Hiner  

Phone: 443-496-1383 

Email: mhiner24@gmail.com 

Choir Director and Organist: Julie Hawley  

Phone: 412-600-6326 

Email: julie.hawley1487@gmail.com 


