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Vertrau Auf Gott! 
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The Fourth Sunday of Advent                                    
 

Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 
O Key of David and Scepter of the house of Israel, who opens and no one shuts, 
who shuts and no one opens: 
Come, and bring forth from prison the captive who sits in darkness 
and in the shadow of death. 
 

I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, and no 
one shall shut; he shall shut, and no one shall open.   Isaiah 22:22 
 

O come, thou Key of David, come,  
And open wide our heavenly home. 
The captives from their prison free, 
And conquer death’s deep misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee,  
O Israel. 

 

O God, you have shown forth your salvation to all the ends of the earth: grant, 
we pray, that we may rejoice to look forward to the glorious nativity of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 
 

Invocation                         The assembly stands. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spir-
it, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   
Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin and Absolution 
 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ said: You shall love the Lord, your God, with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Proph-
ets. 
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Let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and can-
not free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left     undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart.  We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may de-
light in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant declares the Absolution. 
 

Gathering Hymn  My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness   #251 
 

Kyrie Eleison 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 

 
 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

Canticle     Blessed Be the God of Israel     #250 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and for-
sake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Re-
deemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  
Amen. 
 

WORD                                The assembly is seated. 

First Reading               Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might, 
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
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 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
 on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 72   Deus, judicium 
  
Give the King your justice, O God, * 
    and your righteousness to the King's son; 
That he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice. 
    That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
    and the little hills bring righteousness. 
  
He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
    he shall rescue the poor and crush the op-pressor. 
He shall live as long as the sun and moon en-dure, * 
    from one generation to a-nother. 
  
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
    like showers that water the earth. 
In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
    there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 
Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, * 
    who alone does wondrous deeds! 
And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 
    and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. A-men. 
 

Second Reading              Philippians 4:4-7 
 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in eve-
rything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
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The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation     The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.       

 

Gospel                                Matthew 3:1-12 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaim-
ing, 2"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." 3This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight.'" 
4Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all 
Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones 
to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 
11I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon     Reverend Jonathon Moyers   
The assembly is seated.  Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

Hymn of the Day      On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry   #249 
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Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father. * 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the X resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession     
 

After each petition, (God, in your mercy) the congregation responds:  
Hear our prayer. 
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Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Choral Music 
 

Prayer before Communion 
 

Let us pray. 
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have 
first given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of 
your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who offered 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God.  
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the 
world in righteousness.  And so, with angels and archangels, with the Church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest,  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Praise be to you, Lord of heaven and earth.  You have revealed your mercy to-
wards your people in giving your only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life.  We give thanks for the redemption 
you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 
 

On the same night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, gave thanks, broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take, eat.  This is my body, which is giv-
en for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

In the same way, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to his disciples, say-
ing: “Drink this, all of you.  This is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, we celebrate this supper in remembrance of your 
Son's passion and death, his resurrection and ascension.  We will eat the Bread 
of Life and drink the Cup of  Blessing until the day when he comes again in glo-
ry.  We praise you and we bless you. 
 

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to 
you, Lord our God. 
 

Let your Holy Spirit come into our hearts to enlighten us with a living faith.  
Sanctify by your Spirit this bread and wine, which earth has given and human 
hands have made.  Here we offer them to you, that through them we may par-
take of the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We ask you: remember the perfect and eternal sacrifice through which, in 
Christ, you have reconciled us with yourself.  Grant that we may be united, with 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, ________________ and all the saints, into one 
body, and be made a   perfect living sacrifice in Christ.  
  
Through him, and with him, and in him, by the power of the Holy Spirit, all glo-
ry and honor is yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.    
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
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who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Agnus Dei          Lamb of God 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;   
have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

Invitation to Holy Communion 
 

Behold the Lamb of God. Behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his Supper. 
 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you. But only say the word and I 
shall be healed. 
 

The Distribution of Holy Communion  
 

Prayer After Communion 
 

May the True Body and Precious Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ preserve your 
body and soul unto everlasting life.  
Amen.  
 

Let us pray. 
 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life.  In your mercy, 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 
love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

Blessing     
       
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  In the 
Name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen.  
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Sending Hymn  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!  
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Today’s altar flowers are in honor of 
Bobby and Donna Saathoff’s                 

Anniversary. 
 

 

Serving This Week 
Ushers:  Alfred and Stevi Saathoff 

Lector:  Robert Saathoff 
Tellers:  Kathy Barletta and Susan Behrens 

Acolyte: Declan Corley 
Crucifer:  Gavin Corley 

Communion Assistant: Betty Jean Mumford 
 

Serving Next Week 
Ushers:  Henry and Lyn Hollingsworth 

Lector:  Betty Jean Mumford 
Tellers:  Henry and Lyn Hollingsworth 

Acolyte: Avery Rice 
Crucifer:  Addison Rice 

Communion Assistant: Robert Saathoff 
 

 
Next Week’s Readings 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

Hebrews 10:4-10 
Luke 1:26-38 

 
Today:  Confirmation Class at 12:15 pm 

 
Monday, December 5 

Stations of the Incarnation at 5:30 
PM 

at Grace Lutheran with Vespers 
Following 

 
Tuesday, December 6 
Morning Bible Study 

9 AM 
Prophets of Old: Bible Study 

Zoom at 7 PM 
Wednesday, December 7 

Traditional Advent Service at 7 PM 
 

Saturday, December 10 
Sunrise Rorate at 6 AM at St. Paul’s 

  
Sunday, December 11 

Advent Lessons and Carols 
4 PM at Grace Lutheran with Re-

ception Following 
  

Tuesday, December 13 
Morning Bible Study 

9 AM 
 

Prophets of Old: Bible Study 
Zoom at 7 PM 

 
Wednesday, December 14 

Stations of the Incarnation at 6:15 PM 
Taize Service at 7 PM 

  
Friday, December 16 

The Golden Nights Begin 
 

Sunday, December 18 
Sixth Sunday of Advent 

4:30 PM Children's Christmas Program 
and Potluck 

 
Wednesday, December 21 

Taize Service at 7 PM 
  

Thursday, December 22 
Stations of the Incarnation at 5:30 PM 

at Grace Lutheran with Vespers Following 
 

Friday, December 23 
Little Christmas Eve 
6:15 PM at St. Paul’s 

  
Saturday, December 24 

Festival Eucharist of Christmas Eve 
7 PM at St Paul’s with Pre-service Carols 

at 6:40 PM 
The Shepherds’ Mass at 11 PM At Grace 

Lutheran with Pre-service Carols at 10:45 
PM 

  
Sunday, December 25 

Coffee Hour at 8:30 am with Holy Eucha-
rist at 9:30 am at St. Paul’s  


