
 The Messenger     
            St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church                    

            12095 Blades Road, P.O. Box 368, Cordova, MD 21625         

    Email: info@stpaulscordova.org     

Website: www.stpaulscordova.org    Phone: 410-364-5147                 

 
 

The Midweek Lenten Evening Service 
Lenten Thursday Evenings at St. Paul’s at 7:00 pm 

 

InÊtheÊsouthÊofÊBurgundy,ÊFranceÊlaysÊaÊsmallÊvillageÊcalledÊTaizé,ÊwhichÊisÊhomeÊtoÊaÊmonastic 
communityÊdevotedÊtoÊprayerÊandÊreconciliation,ÊfoundedÊoverÊseventyÊyearsÊagoÊbyÊBrotherÊRoger. 
TheÊcommunityÊisÊmadeÊupÊofÊbrothersÊfromÊallÊtheÊcontinentsÊandÊmajorÊdenominationsÊwhoÊgather 
togetherÊthreeÊtimesÊaÊday,ÊsevenÊdaysÊaÊweek,ÊthroughoutÊtheÊyearÊtoÊprayÊ(whetherÊthereÊareÊ7000 
youngÊpeopleÊpresentÊorÊonlyÊtwenty).Ê 
 

TheÊserviceÊthatÊisÊofferedÊonÊtheseÊThursdayÊnightsÊisÊledÊbyÊDeaconÊHinerÊandÊmadeÊupÊof 
Repetitive Sung Prayer,ÊSilence,ÊandÊMeditation.ÊTheÊmusic,ÊcandlesÊandÊdimmedÊlightsÊinÊthe 
SanctuaryÊcanÊplaceÊyouÊinÊaÊdifferentÊstateÊofÊmindÊtoÊbecomeÊcloserÊtoÊGod,ÊtoÊlistenÊforÊHisÊword 
andÊtoÊaskÊforÊmeaningfulÊthingsÊthroughÊcommunityÊprayer. 
 

Repetitive Sung Prayer TheÊcharacteristicÊofÊTaizéÊworshipÊthatÊisÊmostÊprevalentÊinÊourÊworship 
hasÊbeenÊtheÊuseÊofÊaÊkindÊofÊrepetitiveÊprayerÊsetÊtoÊsimpleÊmusicalÊlines.ÊRepetitionÊisÊnotÊaÊnew 
phenomenonÊnorÊuniqueÊtoÊTaizé.ÊTheÊuseÊofÊrepetitiveÊprayersÊisÊaÊlong-attestedÊrealityÊinÊthe 
historyÊofÊChristianÊspiritualityÊandÊliturgy.ÊTheÊassemblyÊisÊtoÊimmerseÊitselfÊinÊtheÊsimpleÊbut 
profoundÊharmoniesÊandÊletÊitselfÊbeÊcarriedÊbyÊthisÊsungÊprayer.ÊExamplesÊofÊmusicÊfromÊtheÊTaizé 
communityÊcanÊbeÊfoundÊinÊEvangelicalÊLutheranÊWorshipÊ(#175,Ê#236,Ê#262,Ê#348,Ê#388,Ê#406, 
#472,Ê#528,Ê#616,Ê#642ÊandÊ#751). 
 

Silence AnotherÊcharacteristicÊofÊTaizéÊworshipÊthatÊhasÊbeenÊaÊwelcomeÊgiftÊtoÊLutheranÊworshipÊis 
itsÊgenerousÊuseÊofÊsilence.ÊTheÊuseÊofÊsilenceÊinÊTaizéÊallowsÊtimeÊtoÊstandÊstillÊandÊjustÊbe.ÊBeÊwith 
Christ,ÊbeÊwithÊeachÊother,ÊbeÊwithÊyourÊthoughtsÊ,ÊandÊtoÊlisten.ÊIt’sÊaÊpowerfulÊmomentÊinÊcontrast 
toÊourÊbusyÊlivesÊfullÊofÊnoiseÊandÊcontinuousÊdistractions. 
 

Meditation TheÊpracticeÊofÊmeditationÊfocusesÊtheÊmindÊonÊaÊparticularÊobject,Êthought,ÊorÊactivity 
toÊtrainÊattentionÊandÊawareness,ÊandÊachieveÊaÊmentallyÊclearÊandÊemotionallyÊcalmÊandÊstableÊstate. 
ToÊmeditateÊonÊaÊparticularÊscriptureÊreadingÊorÊaÊreflectionÊonÊthatÊreadingÊcanÊbringÊspecial 
awarenessÊofÊGod’sÊdirectionÊforÊtheÊlistener. 
ParticipantsÊareÊaskedÊtoÊassembleÊinÊsilenceÊandÊtheÊserviceÊcommencesÊpromptlyÊatÊ7:00ÊpmÊwith 
theÊringingÊofÊaÊbell.ÊTheÊserviceÊlastsÊapproximatelyÊ30ÊminutesÊwithÊtimeÊforÊprivateÊprayerÊatÊthe 
end,ÊonceÊagainÊinÊsilence. 
 
 
IconÊofÊtheÊCrossÊfromÊtheÊChurchÊofÊReconciliation,ÊTaizéÊFrance 
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3/9 Kevin Webster 

3/14 Emma Heinsohn 

3/15 Corey Edsall 

3/16 Tessa Rusch 

3/18 Couper Barle a 

3/22 Bobby Saathoff 

3/22 Joseph Comer 

3/28 Charles Skipper 

3/28 Thomas Roesel 

3/29 Marian Davis 

3/30 Kelly Shannon 

3/31 Edith Roe 

God has been generous to us in many ways. 
We believe that sharing these gifts in His 
name is a tangible way of expressing one's 
faith. As active Christians, we are called to 

give generously to assist our neighbors 
through our time, talents and treasures.  If 

you are not able to attend services in-person, 
but still want to send offerings to the church; 
this can be done by mailing offerings to the 

church or by using Tithe.ly. 
  

The direct link to our Tithe.ly account 
is https://tithe.ly/give?c=1747825   
 

Our feeble prayers, our Father’s response 
 

In He Still Moves Stones, Max Lucado recalls the story of Derek Redmond, a 1992 
Olympic competitor in the 400-meter race. Halfway through Redmond’s semifinal 
run, a torn hamstring sent him tumbling to the ground. His dad, Jim, immediately 
ran onto the track. He met up with Derek, who, though crying, had managed to 
stand and was hopping forward. 

“You don’t have to do this,” Jim said. But Derek insisted. “Well, then, we’re going 
to finish this together,” said Jim, who supported his son as he hobbled to the    
finish line. The crowd cheered and wept as Derek, with Dad’s assistance, finished 
the race. 

Lucado writes: “What made the father do it? … Was it the strength of his child? 
No, it was the pain of his child. … God does the same. Our prayers may be    
awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. But since the power of prayer is in the One 
who hears it and not in the one who says it, our prayers do make a difference.” 

Spring Clean Up Day 

As we prepare for the Easter Season, we 
would like to ensure the church looks its 

best. We will have our annual Spring Clean 
Up on Saturday, March 23 with a rain date 
of Saturday, March 30. More hands mean 

faster work! 
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Lenten Wednesday Evenings: 
Dinner and  

a Movie! 
5:15 pm at Grace Lutheran 

 
March 6  - 60 Minutes:  Holy Places-Mount Athos 

in Greece 
 

March 13– Lost Worlds: Crucifixion Mysteries 
Explored 

 
March 20-Timeline: Pontius Pilate, The Man 

Who Killed Christ 
 
On Wednesday evenings, we will gather at Grace 
Lutheran Church at 5:15 pm. A  simple soup    
supper will be available.  Anyone interested in 
providing a crockpot of soup for one of the      
evenings is encouraged to be in touch with      
Pastor Moyers.  Additional side items, especially 
bread, are also invited. 
 
A ter our session with Dinner and Movie, 
around 6:25pm, the night prayer office called 
“Compline,” which lasts about 15 minutes, will 
be prayed either in the main church or in the 
Good Shepherd Chapel, depending on the     
evening. 

First Day of Spring  

March 19, 2024 
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March              

Bobbie Leaverton 

Peggy Boyce 

             Lectors 
March 3 Debbie Dudrow 
March 10  Donna Stevens 
March 17 Be y Jean Mumford 
March 24 Robert Saathoff 
March 28  Robert Saathoff 
March 29 Bobbie Leaverton/Robert and Barbara Saathoff 
March 31 Help Needed 
March 31 Debbie Dudrow 

March 3 Henry and Lyn Hollingsworth 
March 10  Debbie Dudrow and Donna Stevens 
March 17 Lee Heinsohn and Lee Moore 
March 24 Kathy Barle a and Susan Behrens 
March 28  NA 
March 29 NA 
March 31 Not Needed at Sunrise Service 
March 31 Henry and Lyn Hollingsworth 

 Ushers           
March 3 Donnie Davis and Keith Davis 
March 10  Hayden and Lyn Hollingsworth 
March 17 Lee Heinsohn and Lee Moore 
March 24 Kathy Barle a and Susan Behrens 
March 28  Lee Heinsohn and Lee Moore 
March 29 Help Needed 
March 31 Help Needed 
March 31 Henry and Lyn Hollingsworth 
 

              
March 3 Joshua Lewis 
March 10  Declan Corley 
March 17 Corey Fisher 
March 24 Couper Barle a 
March 28  Help Needed 
March 29 Help Needed 
March 31 Sunrise 
March 31 Joshua Lewis 

              
March 3     Addison Rice 
  
March 17    Preston Rickwood 
  
March 31  Gavin Corley  

Communion Assistants 
March 3 Be y Jean Mumford 
March 10  Robert Saathoff 
March 17 Bobbie Leaverton 
March 24 Fred Meers 
March 28  Bobbie Leaverton 
March 29 NA 
March 31 Help Needed 
March 31 Henry Hollingsworth 
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Pastor Jonathon Moyers 304 400-5379 revjmoyers@gmail.com 

Deacon Mike Hiner 443 496-1383 mhiner24@gmail.com 

President Tom Roesel 703 795-8922  thomas.roesel@gmail.com 

Vice President/Property  Darian Sump 410 924-7876 dsump@sumpasssociates.com 

Treasurer Debbie Dudrow 410 924-8368 rdudrow@verizon.net 

Secretary Lyn Hollingsworth 410 714-3876 laph@goeaston.net 

Financial Secretary Donna Stevens 410 310-2107 dstevens62@icloud.com    

Worship, Music, Educa on Wendy Sauca 410 829-0411 swmmsauca@yahoo.com 

Evangelism, Outreach Nicole Barth 717 682-4857 nmb9393@yahoo.com 

March 10, 2024 

One intriguing person in the Passion account is the 
thief on the cross whom Jesus promised a same-day 
entrance to paradise (see Luke 23:43). Pastor and  
radio host Alistair Begg says he can’t wait to meet 
that man and ask how everything unfolded. “You 
were cussing [Jesus] out with your friend,” Begg says. 
“You’ve never been in a Bible study. You’ve never been 
baptized. You didn’t know a thing about church  
membership, and yet you made it!” 

In a sermon, Begg pictures an imaginary angel at the 
pearly gates, growing frustrated during the sinful 
thief’s entrance interview. After receiving no clear  
answers from the thief about doctrines such as         
justification, the angel finally asks, “On what basis 
are you here?” The thief simply replies, “The man on 
the middle cross said I can come.” 
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What is Holy Week? 
A Journey Back in Time to Follow Jesus to the Cross and the 
Empty Tomb 
To someone who has not experienced them before, 
the worship services – called “liturgies” – of Holy 
Week may seem like something odd or exotic,      
hearkening from a place thousands of miles away and 
from a time centuries ago. That observation would be 
correct! We wave palms, hear Scripture lessons that 
seem almost haunting, strip the altar, venerate the 
Cross, and even have a liturgy that begins with lighting 
a fire! When we celebrate the fullness of liturgies, the 
Holy Thursday liturgy, commonly called Maundy,    
includes the washing of feet. These are not our normal 
experiences. Much to the contrary, they signal that the 
followers of Jesus are entering into a very special time 
in the Christian year. 
 
For just a moment, let’s travel back in time to about 
the year 380. A Spanish woman named Egeria leaves 
her homeland and makes a very long pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land. Along the way, she visits places like Mount 
Sinai and Constantinople. However, the largest portion 
of her journey, three years, is spent in Jerusalem,     
during the time that Saint Cyril was bishop in that city. 
 
While in Jerusalem, Egeria takes volumes of notes on 
what she observes and addresses these notes, or this 
diary, to her “dear ladies” or “sisters.” Some believe that Egeria’s address to her sisters meant that she was a nun 
and addressed her notes to her spiritual companions in her community. Others believe that Egeria was a woman 
of substantial wealth, thus able to travel – and that she addressed her notes to other wealthy women in her      
region. 
 
Thanks to this woman named Egeria, we have an ancient snapshot of how our ancestors in faith celebrated the 
Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus! In her diary, Egeria notes the Palm Sunday procession, the Maundy 
Thursday liturgy, the All Night Vigil recreating Jesus’ agony in Gethsemane, the entirety of Good Friday, and the 
excitement of the Great Vigil of Easter. This means that all of the services noted in the Lenten brochure are of 
ancient origin, handed down to us through the centuries, having gained universal acceptance by the late 300s. In 
Holy Week, just like the Christians in every century before us, we enter into the very footsteps of Christ,         
following him from his entrance into Jerusalem, to the Upper Room, to Gethsemane, to the Cross, to the tomb, 
and to Resurrection. 
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Palm Sunday-Our Lord’s Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem (March 24) 
Holy Eucharist 

8:45am at St. Paul’s & 10:45am at Grace 
 

Holy Monday-Jesus Cleanses the Temple (March 25) 
Vespers (Evening Prayer) 

5:00pm at Grace 
 

Holy Tuesday-Jesus Curses the Fig Tree (March 26) 
Matins (Morning Prayer) 

8:30am at St. Paul’s 
 

Holy Wednesday-Judas Iscariot Plots with the Sanhedrin (March 27) 
Holy Eucharist 

12:00 Noon at Grace 
 

Maundy Thursday-Jesus in the Upper Room (March 28) 
Holy Eucharist 

7:00pm at St. Paul’s 
All-Night Vigil 

Beginning at 10pm at St. Paul’s 
following until Matins (Morning Prayer) at 7:00am Friday 

 
Good Friday-Christ gives himself on the hard wood of the cross for our salvation (March 29) 

The Seven Last Words of Christ Devotion 
12:00 Noon at Grace 

The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday 
2:15pm at Grace 

The Evening Liturgy of Good Friday 
7:00pm at St. Paul’s 

 
Holy Saturday-This is the night! (March 30) 

The Great Vigil of Easter 
8:00pm at Grace 

 
Easter Sunday-The Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord (March 31) 

Sunrise Service with the New Fire 
6:00am at St. Paul’s 

The Festival Eucharist of Easter Day 
8:45am at St. Paul’s 
10:45am at Grace 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
12095 Blades Road,  
P.O. Box 368 
Cordova MD 21625 
Return Service Requested 

 

Worship Service Begins at 8:45 am  

Please inform the church office of any  

changes in your personal information: 

Address, phone number,  marriage or  

divorce,  or new births so that we  

can keep our records up-to-date. 

Secretary: Meredith Lewis— 

Cell: 443-496-0903 

Office: 410-364-5147 

Office Hours: Tue. Wed. & Thurs. 9:00-3:00 

Office Email: info@stpaulscordova.org  

 

Reverend Jonathon Moyers 

Phone: 304-400-5379 

Email: revjmoyers@gmail.com 

Deacon Michael Hiner  

Phone: 443-496-1383 

Email: mhiner24@gmail.com 

Choir Director and Organist: Julie Hawley  

Phone: 412-600-6326 

Email: julie.hawley1487@gmail.com 


