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Dependence Day
July 4, 2021 marks the 245th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence by the
American colonies. Celebrations in the United States will mark the historical claiming
of independence, but also will highlight aspects of American national identity such as
individualism.
On this day when many in the United States revel in independence, we encounter a
gospel story grounded entirely in dependence. Jesus does not send out disciples on
their own, but rather as pairs. He orders them to take nothing with them except what
they are wearing. As they travel from place to place, they will be entirely dependent
on the hospitality of those they encounter for food, water, shelter, and other needs
that arise along the way.
As they cast out demons and heal people, it is not through their own power, but their
dependence on Jesus. Even Jesus has a touch of dependence in this story. The people of
Nazareth cannot see past the little boy he was, to the powerful prophet and teacher
he has become. This somehow limits the deeds of power he can accomplish among
them. The expectations of the town’s people seem to get in the way.
The risen Jesus certainly breaks all sorts of expectations, and Martin Luther’s
explanation of the third article of the creed reminds us that it is not by our own power
that we come to faith, but that the Holy Spirit “calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes
holy the whole Christian church” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 1162).
Our gospel for today, alongside Luther’s reflection, reminds us that part of the gift of
life we have in Christ is community—dependent, loving, compassionate, frustrating,
messy, blessed community. We call this community the church, the body of Christ. All
its members are gifted, all of them necessary, all of them dependent on one another.
In this dependence is strength, joy, and hope. Thanks be to God.
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Dear Members of St. Pauls,
Thank you to my church family for the
acknowledgement of my high school graduation. It
was a very cute candy bouquet! I appreciate your
ongoing prayers for my journey ahead.
Sincerely,
Riley

-

-

-

God has been generous to us in many ways.
We believe that sharing these gifts in His
name is a tangible way of expressing one's
faith. As active Christians, we are called to
give generously to assist our neighbors
through our time, talents and treasures.
During this time of pandemic, you may not
feel comfortable attending services in-person
but want to still send offerings to the
church. This can be done by mailing offerings
to the church or by using Tithe.ly.

St. Paul’s Email Prayer ministry . . .
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The direct link to our Tithe.ly account
is https://tithe.ly/give?c=1747825
If you have any questions about Tithe.ly,
please contact Donna Stevens, Financial
Secretary 410-820-7243
or dstevens62@icloud.com
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During our service on June 6, we had a special recognition for our
high school and college graduates. Each of our graduates was
recognized for their accomplishments and received a special blessing
and gift from our congregation. May God bless each graduate as they
embark on their new journey.
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Sleep is a daily reminder from God that we are
not God. Once a day God sends us to bed like
patients with a sickness. The sickness is a chronic
tendency to think we are in control and that our
work is indispensable. To cure us of this disease,
God turns us into helpless sacks of sand once a
day.

—John Piper
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