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From Pastor White
Some of this will be familiar to those who read the weekly newsletter, but it seems to me that it
bears repeating and making available to those who don’t regularly connect with the church
“electronically.”
Unless we have closed ourselves off the world around us, we have increasingly in the last few days
become aware of areas of pressing need and searching for ways to respond – refugees from Afghanistan;
people in this country displaced by a hurricane, floods, fires; people in Haiti displaced by an earthquake
and struggling with ineffective government; how long could the list go on.
In the Bible Study group this week there were questions about how we, as a congregation, could
begin to meet some of those needs – perhaps a clothing drive, or food collection, or collection of cleaning
and building supplies. Perhaps this desire to do something is a good response to the words we’ll hear this
coming Sunday from James: “So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead” (James 2.17).
We want to be able to show our faith by responding faithfully to people in need. Maybe our first
“work” is to pray and then to listen for God’s response to us as we wait to learn what are the needs and
how can we work to meet them.
It has long seemed to me that the first question we need to ask in the face of any need is not,
“What can we do?” but rather what do “they” need, and then “What does God want us to do?”
So first, for those who can access it, a brief video message from Bishop Eaton in which she
encourages us to take a brief pause in silence, that we may be able to hear the voices of those affected
by tragedy, listen for God, and respond to suffering in our world.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMGpC3BnGJA
In general, the best first response is financial contributions and our church offers good and reliable
ways to do that.
There may come times down the road when clothing drives and other “in kind” contributions may
be needed, but until material needs and means of distribution can be better assessed, financial
contributions can assure that what we give gets where in needs to go.
For those who want to contribute financially, two Lutheran organization have effective ways to contribute
to needs in this country, “Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services” (https://www.lirs.org) for those
seeking ways to support Afghani refugee resettlement, and “Lutheran Disaster Response” (https://
www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/ ) for response to those
displaced by the recent hurricane, the crisis in Haiti, the wildfires in the United States.

On a worldwide level, “Lutheran World Relief,” as the name suggests, works in other countries to provide
needed longer term resources (https://lwr.org).
LIRS, LWR, LDR are well regarded as excellent both in terms of the use of funds for direct support
and for the wide range of long term resources they provide.
On September 12 (see more in this newsletter about worship that Sunday), the ELCA calls us as we
worship to think and pray and act knowing that “God’s Work our Hands” is what drives our faithful work
in this world.
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St. Paul’s Email Prayer ministry . . .
If

We will have our annual Sunday School Kick-Off Picnic at the Talbot Ag Center on
Sunday, September 12, at 10 am. Deacon Mike Hiner will be providing a blessing for
our teachers, students, and backpacks during our service for “God’s Work Our Hands.”
Activities for the whole family and a covered luncheon will follow!
Sunday School classes begin Sunday, September 19
following our church service.

Through the teaching, support, sacrifice, worship and commitment of
the church, utterly ordinary people are enabled to do some rather
extraordinary, even heroic acts, not on the basis of their own gifts and
abilities, but rather by having a community capable of sustaining
Christian virtue. The church enables us to be better people than we
could have been if left to our own devices.
—Stanley Hauerwas and William Willimon, Resident Aliens
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Rally Day

OCTOBER 2, 2021

“

SunDay School kick off

”

anD WoRShip SeRvice
Sunday, September 12
Talbot Co. Ag Center, Hiner’s Lane
We will begin at 10 am with our
Worship Service

-

Followed by a covered dish lunch.

Please bring a dish or dessert to share.
We will have the blessing of the
backpacks, students, and teachers.
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Update on the Call Process for a New Pastor
Pastor Robin Litton, assistant to the Bishop will be leading the
Interview Team and the Covenant Team through the process of
calling a new pastor. Both teams have met with Pastor Robin to
begin each of their tasks. The Covenant Team members are Robert
Saathoff, Sam Sauca, and Donna Stevens. This team along with
three members from Grace Lutheran will be writing the contract
for the new pastor. The Interview Team members are Nicole Barth,
Bobbie Leaverton, and Betty Jean Mumford. This team along with
three members from Grace Lutheran are tasked with interviewing
the new pastor which will take place in late September. Once the
Interview Team completes their interview, the council from both
churches will conduct an interview and then each congregation will
invite the candidate to preside at a worship service. A final vote
will not be taken until after all steps have been completed. If at
any time during this process you have questions or comments,
please see one of the members mentioned above or a member of
council
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