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From Pastor White, March 2021
In our Wednesday evening Zoom Taizé Service with Grace Church, one of the
chants we hear that seems to have invaded my consciousness is this – “In our darkest
night, you kindle the fire that never dies away.”
Lent, as I’ve written and said before, invites us, perhaps even commands us, to
enter a “darkest night,” but we enter in in these blessed days knowing that at the end of
our 40 days of darkness come the three days that are the center of our life as disciples:
Maundy Thursday, the day when Jesus promised to be with his disciple in the breaking of
the bread, Good Friday when we bring again into our lives Jesus’s crucifixion, and Easter,
which begins with the Great Vigil of Easter after the sun sets on Holy Saturday and
continues with our Easter morning services.
Also as I’ve said and written, it seems sometimes as if we have been living in a year
-long darkest Lent night. It was in mid-March last year that we realized that we were
living in a pandemic and were asked to suspend our gatherings for worship.
In “normal years,” a joyous celebration of Easter ends the darkness of Lent and
moves us into the fulness of the light of Christ. Last Easter Sunday, we held a “virtual
service,” and surely God’s light was with us in our home; surely we knew even then the
core truth of the Gospel truth that gathers us every first day of the week – Christ is risen
indeed!!
As we begin to anticipate and even to see the light at the end of this pandemic
tunnel, we will hear and celebrate that gospel truth more fully than we have for the last
year.
I learned yesterday that some of our sister Lutheran congregations on the Eastern
Shore that suspended indoor worship last March are planning to reopen their doors on
this Easter Sunday, and to do so fully conscious of the need to practice all of the measures
that have contributed to keeping us safe for the last year.
Even through this year of darkness, we know that God has “kindled the fire that
never dies away.”
Continued on the next page

In many of the Taizé chants, as the congregation sings the chant, a single voice, over
the quiet repetition, sings other verses. Here are those that might be sung to us as the
people sing “In our darkest night, you kindle the fire that never dies away”:
My soul thirsts for God,
the God of life.
The Lord is my Savior and my God.
Why are you cast down, O my soul?
Hope in God; for I shall praise him again,
my help and my God.
By day the Lord commands his steadfast love,
and at night his song is with me,
a prayer to the God of my life.
May we go in these Lenten days thirsting and confident that God’s light, God’s
steadfast love, leads us as we thirst to know more fully the light of Christ, the fire that
never dies away.

The annual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday March 21,
2021 following the church service. This meeting will be a combination

in-person and zoom simultaneously.
More information will be coming in the coming weeks.

TALBOT INTERFAITH SHELTER—
“Talbot Interfaith Shelter was formed in 2008 by a group of concerned members
of Talbot County faith communities.
It operated as a “homeless” homeless shelter for five years, rotating between faith
communities during the cold weather months, serving 5 individuals at a time.
In 2014, they received a permit to operate a year-round shelter facility at a former
bed and breakfast called Easton’s Promise. They have since developed a S4 Program (Shelter, Stability, Support, Success), which includes case management,
educational programming, and subsidized transitional housing.”
(www.talbotinterfaithshelter.org)
We are still supplying dinners on the 1st of every month, the sign up is on the
bulletin board outside the offices. Thank you for supporting this wonderful
ministry. If you have any questions, you can contact Mike Hiner, 443-496-1383.
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St. Paul’s Prayer ministry . . . If you would like to receive prayers from our prayer
ministry group, please email Betty Jean Mumford at
bettyjmumford@hotmail.com
Please make sure you have permission of the person you are adding to our prayer
chain, some people do not want to add their name to a public list.
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“Always show kindness and love to others. Your words might be filling the empty
places in someone's heart.”—Mandy Hale

To our St. Paul's Family, words cannot express how grateful and
blessed we are for everything that has been given to us over the last few
weeks. The food fed our family for days, the beautiful cards and
thoughts fed our hearts and the prayers that were lifted above fed our
spiritual needs. St. Paul's was a very special place for Bill and our
family and your outpouring of love and support has been our comfort.
Our heartfelt love and blessing to all, The Behrens Family -Susan, Kelly,
Mark, Brendan, Tyler, Jack, Kathy, Rocco, Couper, Ella, Will, Stacey,
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THE BLESSING BOX has been a blessing to many
members of our community. We are refilling the box
multiple times each week and want to keep our supply
replenished. Please remember this ministry as you are
grocery shopping, we are in need of dry products that
won’t freeze such as cereals, oatmeal, and single serve
meals.
We also need personal things like soap, single rolls of
toilet paper, and toothpaste.
Thank you for your continued support!

Worship Service Begins at 9am

Rev. Robert White—Pastor

Please inform the church office of any

Phone: 330-883-9940

changes in your personal information:

Email: prrmwhite@gmail.com

Address, phone number, marriage or

Deacon Michael Hiner

divorce, or new births so that we

Minister of Word and Service

can keep our records up-to-date.

Phone: 443-496-1383

Secretary: Meredith Lewis—

Email: mhiner24@gmail.com

Cell: 443-496-0903

Choir Director and Organist: Julie Hawley

Office: 410-364-5147

Phone: 412-600-6326

Office Hours: Tue. Wed. & Thurs. 8:30-3:00

Email: Julie.hawley1487@gmail.com

Office Email: info@stpaulscordova.org

